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Introducing the NGC Retro 
Holder - ^Program Expanded* 

Posted on 9/11/2012 


Limited edition — coming October 2012! Due to popular demand the program 
has been expanded to Half Ounce $25 Gold Eagles, Half Ounce $50 Platinum 
Eagles and First Spouse Gold $10s. This program ends December 31, 2012. 

With the founding of NGC in 1987, a new benchmark of integrity in coin grading 
was introduced. Focusing on a standard of consistent and accurate grading has 
been NGC's only objective from the day it was created. After 25 years and 25 
million coins, we are proud to say we have maintained a steadfast and 
uncompromising commitment to this standard. 

In celebration of our 25th Anniversary, NGC is offering a Limited Edition Retro 
Holder and special label. This holder is reminiscent of our original holder used in 
1987 featuring a stunning black core. Based on popular demand NGC will, for a 
limited time, again offer this unique holder. 



click image to enlarge 




Collectors may submit starting October 1, 2012 for the following coins: Silver 
Eagles, Half Ounce $25 Gold Eagles, Half Ounce $50 Platinum Eagles, First 
Spouse Gold $10s, Sacagawea Dollars and Presidential Dollars. All dates. Proof 
and Mint State coins are eligible. Quantities of the Retro Holder are limited for 
each coin type and are available only while quantities iast. Check this article 
posted on the NGC website before sending an order as we will post when a 
particular holder is no longer available. 

Submissions must be received by NGC between October 1 and December 31, 
2012. The program ends on or before December 31,2012 based on availability. 

Submission Instructions: 

• Select the tier listed below for the corresponding coin: 

Silver Eagles 

- Select the Modern tier or higher and select Special Label/Releases. 
Gold Eagles - Half Ounce $25 

- Select the Modern tier or higher and select Special Label/Releases. 
Platinum Eagles - Half Ounce $50 

- Select the Modern tier or higher and select Special Label/Releases. 
First Spouse Gold $10s 

- Select the Modern tier or higher and select Special Label/Releases. 
Sacagawea and Presidential Dollars 

- Select the Modern tier or higher and select Special Label/Releases. 

• ReHolders are not eligible. 

• Coins for the Retro Holder and special label MUST be on their own 
submission invoice. The coins cannot be mixed with other coins to 
quaiify for this hoider. 

• Write "Retro Holder" on the submission form. 

• All eligible coins must arrive at NGC between October 1 and December 31, 
2012. 

Offer available while quantities of the Retro Holder last. 

NGC will accept submissions for this special holder at trade shows, but they are 
not eligible for on-site grading. 



Dealers should contact Scott Heller at NGC for bulk submissions. 


Questions? Contact NGC Customer Service at service@NGCcoin.com or 1-800- 
NGC-COIN (1-800-642-2646). 

Collectors Society paid members can submit their coins directly to NGC. Not an 
NGC Collectors Society member? Paid memberships start at just $39/year. Join 
as a Premium member, or upgrade to Premium membership, and you'll receive a 
coupon to have five coins graded for free. Join today. 
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NGC Now Assigning Plus 
Designation to GSA Morgan 
Dollars 


Posted on 9/11/2012 

NGC will now consider all Morgan dollars In GSA holders for its Plus Designation. 

In May 2010 NGC introduced the Plus (+) designation to indicate a coin that is at 
the high end of the assigned grade. Nearly all United States coins from 1792 to 
1964 in the grades of XF 45 to MS 68 (or PF 45 to PF 68) are eligible for a Plus if 
they are at the high end of their grade range. 

Morgan dollars in GSA holders were initially ineligible for the Plus but due to 
customer demand NGC will now consider all Morgan dollars in GSA holders for its 
Plus designation. GSA refers to the distinctive black holders issued by the US 
General Services Administration (GSA) when it sold the US Treasury’s remaining 
stockpile of several million Morgan dollars—mostly from the Carson City mint— 
between 1973 and 1980. 

These holders are popular with collectors, and NGC offers the option to have the 
coin graded without being removed from its original government-issued holder. A 
tamper-evident band is then affixed to the holder with the NGC grade. 

There is no additional charge to have coins considered for Plus grades and the 
designation is applied, when applicable, as part of the regular grading process. All 
NGC-graded GSA coins are eligible for the NGC Registry, and those with the Plus 
designation will receive a point premium. 




click image to enlarge 
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NGC Mobile Enhancement 


Posted on 9/11/2012 


NGC Mobile now includes NGC Coin Explorer. 


We have added a new feature to NGC Mobile 
http://m.NGCcoin.com the NGC Coin Explorer. 
This version, which is optimized for smartphones, 
features images, specifications, NGC price guide 
values, upcoming auctions and more for nearly all 
US coins. 

Check it out, it's free! 
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From the Grading Room: 
Ireland 1938 Penny 

Posted on 9/11/2012 


A rare Ireland 1938 Penny was recently certified by NGC. 


At NGC we are often privileged to see 
great rarities in numismatics. Recently, 
NGC certified an important Irish rarity, the 
1938 penny. The coin, one of only two 
known, was submitted to NGC by 
Numismatic Financial Corporation in 
Winter Springs, Florida. 



dick image to enlarge 


Graded SP 66 BN by NGC, this issue is considered to be the most difficult to 
obtain of all modern (defined as 1928 to date) Irish coinage. In 1937, a new 
constitution declaring Ireland a free state was established and the old designs for 
the coins of Ireland that featured the legend “Saorstat Eireann” or Irish Free State 
were changed to “Eire” to reflect the new constitution. The only known 1938 coins 
to feature that revised legend are a half crown, currently unique and in a museum, 
and two one penny coins. It is believed by some that these coins are patterns that 
were made to test the striking of the coins with the new legend. While the coin is 
not listed as a pattern in references, it features superior strike and surface quality 
relative to that of a normal business strike and, therefore, has been given a 
designation of Specimen by NGC to denote that it is a special striking. 









click image to enlarge 


From the Grading Room is an occasional feature of the NGC E-mail Newsletter in 
which we highlight some of the more unusual or seldom seen items submitted for 
certification. Click to explore other special finds. 
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Making American History Coin 
& Currency Set - Submission 
Instructions 


Posted on 8/17/2012 

The coin from the Making American History Coin and Currency Set wiii receive 
the NGC San Francisco iabei. Piease see the speciai submission instructions 
beiow. 

The US Mint has released the Making American History Coin and Currency Set. 
The set includes a 2012-S American Silver Eagle Proof Coin and a Series 2009 
$5 note. The set is on sale from the US Mint . 





The coin from this set will receive our San Francisco 
label and pedigreed as COIN AND CURRENCY SET. 

Special instructions must be followed in order for the 
coin to qualify for this pedigree and label. 

Submission Instructions: 

• The set may be sent intact or just the panel with 
the coin. If the set is sent intact, the note and 
packaging will be returned with the graded coin. 

• Select the Modern Tier or higher. Five (5)-coin 
minimum waived. 

• All sets that arrive at NGC during the Early Releases period will 
automatically be labeled as "Early Releases." If you prefer the 

“First Releases” designation, write “First Releases” on the submission form. 
To opt out of the Early or First Releases designations, write "No Early/First 
Releases" on the submission form. 

• The coin for this designation or special label must be on its own submission 
invoice. The coin cannot be mixed with other coins to qualify for this 
pedigree. 

• If you prefer the NGC Early Releases (Blue) or Standard (Brown) label, write 
"Early Releases label" or "Standard Brown label" on the submission form. 
Please note the Releases designation is not applicable with the Brown label. 

• If you want the note graded by PMG, include the PMG submission form and 
NGC will forward the note for grading. 

Due to the special handling required, NGC will not accept submissions of these 
sets at trade shows. 

Dealers should contact NGC for bulk submission instructions and guidelines. 

Questions? Contact NGC Customer Service at service@ngccoin.com or 1-800- 
NGC-COIN (1-800-642-2646). 

Collectors Society paid members can submit their sets directly to NGC. Not an 
NGC Collectors Society member? Paid memberships start at just $39/year. Join 
as a Premium member, or upgrade to Premium membership, and you'll receive a 
coupon to have five coins graded for free. Join today. 
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NGC Grading On-site at ANA 
National Money Show 

Posted on 9/18/2012 


Visit the NGC booth Oct. 18-19 for grading and encapsulation services. 

NGC will offer on-site grading and encapsulation of US coins* at the ANA's 
National Money Show, in Dallas, TX on Thursday, October 18 to Friday, 
October 19, 2012 at 12:00 pm. NGC will be at booth 108. Please check with 
NGC Customer Service for submission cut-off times. 


Please read below for complete details on the services offered during the show. 

NGC will be offering NGC Details Grading for coins that exhibit detrimental 
surface conditions. This service is provided automatically and at no additional 
charge for all on-site grading submissions. Submitters can request to opt out of 
this service if they prefer to have such coins returned ungraded. 

All coins certified or reholdered by NGC at shows receive the Scratch-Resistant 
EdgeView® Holder. 

On-Site Services include : 


Silver Dollar Tier $30 per coin 

Morgan and Peace Dollars valued at $500 and under (5- 
coin minimum). 

Coins must be in flips. 


Gold Special $50 per coin 

Gold coins valued at $3,000 and under (5-coin minimum). 


Value WalkThrough 

$65 per coin 

Coins valued at $1,500 and under. 



WalkThrough 


$100 per coin 






Coins valued from $1,501 to $100,000. 


Expedite WalkThrough $150 per coin 

Guaranteed four-hour turnaround, coins valued at 
$100,000 and under. 

Coins are returned within four hours or reguiar show 
pricing appiies. 



Unlimited Value WalkThrough $500 per coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued above $500,000. 


Show ReHolder $15 per coin 

A coin in a scratched, chipped or older-generation NGC 
holder is placed in a new Scratch-Resistant EdgeView 
Holder. 


NCS Crossover $10 per coin 

A coin in an NCS holder is NGC Details Graded. 


Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Most coins submitted for on-site grading are returned within 24 to 48 hours, 
except for expedited services, which are completed within four hours. 

NGC Show Representatives will also be accepting submissions for all service 
levels to be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. These include World services. 
Ancient Coin Services, Early Bird, Economy, Bulk, Special Designations, PHOTO 
PROOF® and more! 

Special Note: 

• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for on-site grading or regular service 
submissions to be returned to the NGC offices: Coins over 3.5" (90 mm) in 
diameter and .39" (10 mm) in depth. Making American History Coin & 
Currency Sets, 25th Anniversary Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, Early 
Releases, American Liberty Series, 10th Anniversary Platinum Sets. These 
submissions must be sent directly to Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

• The $5 Crossover special does not apply for on-site grading. 







Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 
Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 

*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 
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NGC Ancients: Transitional 
Portraits on Roman Coins in the 
Third Century A.D. 

Posted on 9/11/2012 


This month, NGC Ancients expiores the history and numismatic portraiture of the 
eariy third century A.D. 

By the early years of the 3rd Century A.D., the Roman Empire was in the midst of 
a steady decline that had begun near the end of the reign of the emperor Marcus 
Aurelius (161-180). The empire had been plunged into civil war after the murder of 
that emperor’s son and successor, Commodus (179-192). The war lasted until 
197, with the formal establishment of the “Severan Dynasty.” 

Under the Severans, the empire seemed to stabilize, albeit briefly. However, the 
cohesion established by the dynasty’s founder Septimius Severus (193-211) was 
quickly erased by his two sons, Caracalla (198-217) and Geta (209-211), who 
after his death fought for sole control of the empire. The fraternal rivalry ended 
with the murder of Geta at the hands of Caracalla, who was in turn murdered in 
217. 


This introduced another period of turmoil, with the usurper Macrinus (217-218) 
attempting to fill the power vacuum created by the murder of Caracalla. 

Ultimately, another Severan named Elagabalus was proclaimed emperor in 218, 
largely owing to the shrewd political maneuverings of his powerful female 
relatives, such as his grandmother Julia Maesa and his mother Julia Soaemias. 
Elagabalus, who could charitably be described as eccentric, did not endear 
himself to the Roman people. His strange religious views and degenerate exploits 
led to his murder at the hands of his own guards in 222. 




Severus Alexander (222-235), who was also 
a teenager, was hailed emperor in place of 
his cousin Elagabalus. Once again, this was 
due to the political prowess of female 
relations, including his mother Julia Mamaea. 
This denarius, struck between 222 and 235, 
features a youthful image of the new emperor on the obverse and the goddess 
Providentia on the reverse, shown sacrificing before an altar. 



Though Severus Alexander probably possessed the attributes of a relatively just 
ruler, he spent virtually his entire reign under the control of his grandmother and 
his mother. His passive and scholarly nature left him vulnerable to the political 
intrigues that always dominated Rome. In 235, his attempts to buy peace with the 
enemy while on campaign against German tribes infuriated his soldiers, who soon 
found amongst them a new leader, the giant Maximinus I (“Thrax”). The legions 
mounted a revolt against the emperor and, as the ancient sources describe, 
Severus Alexander was murdered with his mother in the army camp. 



The emperorship now fell to Maximinus (235-| 

238), who was reputed to be over eight feet 
tall. He had the distinction of being the first 
common soldier to rise to the rank of 
emperor, and also was the first “legitimate” 
emperor to never visit Rome during his reign. 

Coins were soon struck in the name of the new emperor, but students of Roman 
portraiture will notice a curious characteristic among his early issues. This 
denarius, struck a short time after Maximinus assumed power, bears his name in 
the inscription, but the portrait still bears a strong resemblance to the recently 
murdered Severus Alexander. Indeed, the only noticeable difference is the 
addition of a crooked nose to what is otherwise a portrait of Alexander. The most 
reasonable explanation for this is that die engravers at Rome had no idea what 
Maximinus looked like! In an age where photography was about sixteen hundred 
years in the future, an accurate reproduction of Maximinus’ likeness could only 
have been achieved if the engravers were able to see their subject, or had access 
to an official bust. Enhancing the difficulty in this case was the fact that the 
emperor never set foot in Rome for the duration of his reign. 





Eventually, official images of the emperor 
arrived in Rome from the provinces, as there 
is a noticeable evolution in the portraits of 
Maximinus. This silver denarius, struck a bit 
later than the last, displays significant 
differences in the facial structure, most 

notably a stronger chin. The face has a “harder” look to it, though elements of 
Severus Alexander are still present in the portrait. The reverse of this coin 
(ironically) features Pax, the personification of peace. 



Finally, relatively accurate renderings of 
Maximinus began to be created by the 
engravers at Rome, for his later issues bear 
no resemblance whatsoever to the emperor 
who preceded him. One such denarius, 
issued towards the latter portion of the reign 
of Maximinus, shows a man with brutal, exaggerated features. The forehead and 
nose are prominent, and the chin juts out at an aggressive angle. The emperor 
truly resembles the giant soldier he was reputed to be, and it is easy to imagine 
him seizing power from Severus Alexander, who looks hapless by comparison. 



Together, these coins bear witness to one of the most turbulent periods in Roman 
history. Regime changes could, and often did, happen without any warning. This 
often left civil servants, especially those employed at the mint, in a tough position. 
Because coins were an important form of political propaganda, it was important 
that regime changes were reflected immediately with new coins, even if those 
responsible for issuing coins had to act on limited, and often inaccurate, 
information. 


Articles List 


NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 


P N G 


ebay 


SIXBID.COM 


MA © SHOPS 

Collector Online Mall 


View All > 







oo®o® 


®NCS’ ^PMG’ SCGC sees ®ASG' 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


^ United States 





Sign In 


^NGC 


® 


Join NGC 


out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 


Counterfeit Detection: 1921-D 
Half Dollar 


Posted on 9/13/2012 

The numerous abrasions were copied from a genuine specimen and will appear 
on all other counterfeits made from this pair of dies. 

The 1921-D boasts the lowest mintage in the Walking Liberty half dollar series 
with just 208,000 pieces struck. In low circulated grades (Good through Very Fine) 
it is probably the most challenging Walking Liberty half, and in high grades its 
rarity is eclipsed by only a handful of other dates. According to the NGC US Coin 
Price Guide, examples could sell for anywhere from a few hundred dollars in 
Good to thousand of dollars at the Mint State level. 

This 1921-D half might appear to be a lightly circulated at first glace. A few major 
problems quickly become apparent, however, such as the poorly struck details 
and an unusual lint mark in the right obverse field. The stars in the flag behind 
Liberty and the peripheral letters are particularly soft with a “fuzzy” appearance. 




Counterfeit 1921-D Half Dollar 
Click images to enlarge. 


This coin was likely struck in Asia in recent years and then artificially toned to give 







the appearance of being a legitimate piece. The numerous abrasions were copied 
from a genuine specimen and will appear on all other counterfeits made from this 
pair of dies. Although this fake might not fool a collector familiar with the series, it 
is deceptive enough to fool many people. 
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USA Coin Album: Grandpa, 
What’s a Coin? 


Posted on 9/11/2012 

Have coins become nearly irrelevant to the modern economy? 

Less than two years ago I became a grandfather for the 
first time. Being a lifelong coin collector, I did what most 
of us would do on such an occasion and bought my 
grandson a birth year proof set. I wish someone had 
done that for me when I was born, but there were no 
numismatists in my family, and I had to buy one myself 
years later (I won’t say which year it is, but the cent has 
a Wheat reverse). 

This familiar tradition is one that’s dear to many adults 
in our hobby, and I suspect that it has created more 
than a few youthful collectors over the years. Nevertheless, I can’t help believing 
that the value of this simple action has diminished recently and may have no 
impact at all on the generation that my grandson represents. It’s becoming 
increasingly likely that he will never handle coins at all in the normal course of 
making purchases, thus severing this common bond that has been a part of life for 
nearly every American of the past 200 years. 

There’s plenty of evidence around us that coins have become nearly irrelevant to 
the modern economy. Debit cards are being used routinely for even minor 
purchases that until recently would have been paid in cash. Such transactions 
would have concluded with the dispensing of several coins in change, but this 
scenario is becoming evermore rare. There are several reasons for this, the 
convenience of debit cards being the primary one. In an age of direct payroll 
deposits to one’s checking account, the obtaining of cash requires an additional 
step that many persons are reluctant to undertake, even with the relative 
convenience of ATMs. Another factor, one which particularly threatens the future 









of our hobby, is that cash transactions typically result in the receipt of a handful of 
coins which are worth very little individually or collectively. People simply don’t 
want to be bothered with coins that do not have enough purchasing power to 
justify carrying. 

This is not the case in most countries, as any world traveler has discovered. 
Though debit cards are now common throughout the globe, coins still play a 
useful role. These countries achieve utility in their coinage by routinely removing 
their lower denominations ravaged by inflation while simultaneously replacing their 
lesser paper currency with coins of the same value. Thus, coins remain within a 
range of usefulness that reflects the steady march of inflation. The USA has 
consistently failed to do this, and the obvious result is that our coinage is mostly 
worthless to anyone but a numismatist. 

While the US Mint commissions costly studies into replacement compositions for 
the cent and nickel, both of which have for some years cost more than their face 
value to produce, completely lost in the debate is the simple fact that neither coin 
is worth saving. Inflation has rendered them both completely worthless, and the 
dime will likely be a denomination of no importance long before the other two 
coins are finally retired. Of all our current coins, only the quarter dollar is 
considered useful by the public, yet no one in Congress has the sense to 
recognize this fact and call for the entirely new system of coinage that is so 
desperately needed. The sad result of this neglect is that the public has simply 
lost all respect for coined money as a measure of value and an instrument of 
trade. 

Whenever the question of reform is broached, powerful lobbying interests step in 
to discredit any of the prophets. The metals industry wants no elimination of the 
cent and five-cent piece, but only new contracts for useless replacement coins 
that won’t circulate. The supplier of paper wants no elimination of the one-dollar 
note, a move which would solve the much publicized overstock of dollar coins. 

The members of Congress who represent the districts in which these industries 
are located want nothing that threatens jobs and votes. And so our broken 
coinage system will wither and die through a combination of greed and 
government inertia. The diminishing importance of coins in the lives of Americans 
has already had a visible effect on the ongoing series of circulating 
commemorative quarters. There was quite a bit of hoopla when the 50 States 
Quarters program debuted in 1999 but, as for the current America the Beautiful 
series, not so much. The stagnant economy has brought the release of new coins 
to a near standstill, making it difficult to obtain new issues in the normal course of 
circulation. Most sit idle in vaults, awaiting demand that may never come. 



A bigger problem, however, is that Americans are simply not as interested in coins 
as either collectibles or money. Kids were seen as a large target audience for the 
quarter dollar programs launched in 1999, but very few who have been born since 
that time are aware of coins on any level. Those who are cognizant of the 
changing coin designs are almost certainly the children of established coin 
collectors, but even then it’s an uphill battle to sustain their interest. Due to our 
government’s shortsighted policies regarding the nation’s circulating coinage, I 
envision having to explain to my grandson one day what coins were and why they 
were so much a part of life when I was a child his age. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly in the 
Numismatist, the otficlal publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1909 
VDB Lincoln Cent 


Posted on 9/11/2012 

On August 2, 1909 this was the coin on everybodys mind — the brand-new 
Lincoin penny 

It seemed that all America went mad for the new coins on the day of their release, 
though only coin collectors still recall that date with fondness. 



The arrival of the new cents had been heralded for months, and both 
numismatists and the general public set many thousands aside. Indeed, so many 
examples of the first Lincoln Cents were saved that choice coins are not 
especially scarce. Superb gems such as this amazing piece, however, are few 
and far between. Boldly struck and intensely lustrous, this delightful specimen 
displays a uniform color of fiery orange, imparting an aesthetic value that draws 
the eye. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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World Coins: Bermuda 1988 
Dollar 


Posted on 9/11/2012 

The Bermuda 1988 Dollar is often collected for it's railway theme. 

A number of commemorative coins are collected today based on the design or 
theme, yet often the story behind the coin is not always known. For instance, the 
1988 Bermuda Dollar features the Bermuda Railway which was both a feat of 
engineering and a complete failure. 



Bermuda is a small island in the Atlantic Ocean, with the next closest land 640 
miles away. Its small size of just over 27 square miles and its geology (a long 
volcanic rock island) offers limited resources, especially for large scale building 
projects. Over the years, Bermuda has adopted strict building codes to preserve 
the island. On the other hand, one of Bermuda’s main industries is tourism, which 
has often resulted in changes in the law allowing construction to promote the 
island. 






Views of terrain from the highest point in Bermuda. 

The automobile was banned from use on Bermuda in 1908, yet the need to 
transport goods and people across the island still existed. People were forced to 
use ships and horse and buggies for transportation. When Bermuda became a 
tourist destination in the 1920s, the debate over allowing automobiles was 
restarted. The government assembly decided to shelve the bill in favor of the 
Inland Transportation Act that granted the Bermuda Railway Company the right to 
build a single-track standard gauge line. 

The construction of the line began in 1926 at a cost of £400,000 (today over $40 
million). This huge sum for a short line was necessary because most of the 
supplies were shipped to the island from England. The railway was built near the 
beaches in order to preserve as much precious land as possible. The railway was 
completed and began operating in 1931. It was successful for transporting 
sightseeing tourists around the island as well as goods and local residents to their 
destinations. When World War II broke out, Bermuda became a strategic area and 
the United State opened an army base there in 1941. The railway was used 
heavily by American and British troops during the war. Combined with its close 
proximity to the ocean, the railway had significantly deteriorated by the end of the 
war. 


The final blow to the Bermuda railway came when 
automobiles were allowed in 1946. The passenger volume 
of the railway was cut in half in just one year. The 
significant repair and maintenance costs and loss of 
passengers led the government to close the railway in 1948 
in favor of buses that are still used today. The trains and 
stock were shipped to British Guiana where they were used 
until the 1950s. The location of the former rail lines was 
converted to an 18 mile hiking and biking trail. Nothing with 
a motor is allowed on the trail, and is subject to significant fines and/or prison 
time. Today Bermuda’s transportation needs are served by ferry, car or bus. Only 




citizens can own cars and drive on the island. 




Upper Right: Shipment of construction materials by ferry. 

Above Left to Right: Cars on Front Street; Cars Just Imported into the country. 


Bermuda commemorated the Bermuda Railway in 1988 by featuring it on a dollar 
coin. The coin features a railcar on tracks beside a palm tree on the reverse and 
the obverse features Queen Elizabeth II. The coin was minted in a copper-nickel 
Mint State version with a mintage of 2 million, and silver uncirculated and proof 
versions with a mintage of 5,000 each. While the coin is often collected for its 
railroad themed design, the history it commemorates is often neglected. 
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Conservation Showcase: 1887 
Liberty Nickel 

Posted on 9/4/2012 


A recent example from the NCS conservation laboratory. 


Proof coins are specially made for 
collecting. That special preparation 
doesn’t always translate to special 
storage. Over 100 years of improper 
storage took their toll on this proof 
1887 Liberty Nickel. Unattractive 
brown streaky residues on the 
obverse and heavy hazing residues 
on the reverse obscured the beauty 
of the surfaces underneath. 


BEFORE CONSERVATiON 



click to enlarge click to enlarge 


AFTER CONSERVATiON 


Delicate conservation work was able 
to remove the tough brown residues 
on the obverse and the hazing 
residues on the reverse. Once again 
the original surface of this Liberty 
Nickel was revealed. This coin was 
able to grade well with NGC 
following the conservation work. 




click to enlarge 


click to enlarge 
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2012 United States Mint Annual 
Uncirculated Dollar Coin Set 


Posted on 9/11/2012 

The US Mint releases the 2012 Uncirculated Dollar set. 

The US Mint has released the 2012 United States 
Mint Annual Uncirculated Dollar Coin Set. The set 
features uncirculated versions of the dollar coins 
produced by the United States Mint in 2012. 

Included are: the four 2012 Presidential $1 Coins - 
Chester Arthur, Grover Cleveland (first term), 

Benjamin Harrison and Grover Cleveland (second 
term) from the United States Mint at Philadelphia, a 
Native American $1 Coin from the United States 
Mint at Denver and the stunning American Eagle Uncirculated Silver Coin 
produced at the United States Mint at West Point. 

For additional information, visit the US Mint. 

The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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Stack's Bowers NYC Grand 
Reopening 

Posted on 9/11/2012 


Olympic Gold Medalist and leading rare coin retailer unveil NYC's first GOLD to 
go™ ATM and launch limited-edition Bison Medal to benefit The Wildlife 
Conservation Society at historic grand reopening. 

[New York, NY (August 30, 2012)] - In conjunction with its historic grand 
reopening, legendary New York institution Stack’s Bowers Galleries, a prestigious 
retailer and auctioneer of premium collectible coins, paper money and precious 
metals, marked its 79th anniversary with the launch of its first commemorative 
North American Bison medal, unveiling of New York’s first GOLD to go™ ATM, 
and a newly-remodeled Upper West Side location. Proceeds from the medal will 
benefit the Wildlife Conservation Society’s (WCS) renewed Bison Restoration 
Project underway at the world famous Bronx Zoo. Olympic gold medalist swimmer 
Brendan Hansen, 2012 gold medal recipient in the 4X100 medley relay, along with 
representatives of the WCS and numismatic legends Harvey and Larry Stack, 
attended the ribbon cutting and unveiling on August 23, 2012, at the 123 West 
57th St. location. 


The North American Bison medal is available for purchase in two versions: a one 
ounce silver piece and one-half ounce silver piece. The front of the medal depicts 
an image of the bison at Yellowstone National Park. The reverse sides feature two 
separate iconic images of the Bronx Zoo. The medals retail for $79.95 for the one 
ounce piece and $39.95 for the half-ounce piece. 

The GOLD to go™ ATM is the first for New York City. Customers are now able to 
purchase a variety of gold and silver bar and coin products during store hours, 
including the Bison medals. This ATM joins only two others operating in the U.S. 
— one in Las Vegas, and another in Atlantic City. 

About Stack’s Bowers Galleries 




Stack's Bowers Galleries, a division of Fortune 500 Company Spectrum Group 
International Inc., was launched in January 2011, combining the extraordinary 
histories of Stack's, the oldest rare coin auction and retail company in America, 
with Bowers and Merena Auctions, one of the world’s preeminent auctioneers of 
rare coins and paper money. The two companies share a combined legacy that 
spans more than 100 years. The company is headquartered in Irvine, California, 
with offices in New York, New Hampshire, and Hong Kong. 
www.stacksbowers.com 

The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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Stack’s Bowers Galleries New 
York Grading Event with NGC 


Posted on 8/14/2012 

Special NGC grading event will be held at Stack's Bowers Galleries New York City 
offices September 12-14, 2012. Get FREE NGC grading when you consign to 
Stack's Bowers Baltimore or N.Y.I.N.C. auctions. 

Bring your US, world and ancient coins to the Stack's Bowers Galleries New York 
City offices during this NGC grading event*: 

• Coins will be pre-screened by our numismatic experts to determine grading 
worthiness. 

• Raw coins and coins submitted for re-grading are welcome. 

• US coins are all welcome. World and Ancient coins must be received by 
Stack's Bowers no later than September 5. 

• We will submit qualifying coins to NGC for expedited grading - 24 to 48- 
hour turnaround. 

• Mark Salzberg, and the professional NGC grading team, will personally 
grade your coins. 

• Consign any of your newly graded coins and Stack's Bowers Galleries will 
pay the grading fees! 




i 


<$20k FREE $35 


$20k-$50k FREE $75 

>$50k FREE $125 


Grading Cost Chart 


If you can't make it to New York during the grading event, bring your materials to 
Stack's Bowers galleries through September 12 at: 




Stack's Bowers Galleries Irvine 
1063 McGaw Avenue, Suite 100 
Irvine, CA 92614 
800.458.4646 i 949.253.0916 

Stack's Bowers Galleries New York 
now. 57th St., New York, NY 
800.566.2580 i 212.582.2580 

Stack's Bowers Galleries New Hampshire 
866.811.1804 I 603.569.0823 

Call Stack's Bowers Today to Schedule Your Grading Appointment 

*World and Ancient coins must be received by Stack's Bowers no later than 
September 5. Minimum coin value $1,000 to qualify for this grading event. Special 
issues and oversize holders may require an additional grading fee and additional 
grading time. In addition, to grading fees, the $8 NGC handling fee per 
submission form will also be added to invoices for coins grading during this event 
that are not consigned. Coins will be accepted until the end of the event, but will 
be returned at a later date. 

The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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Heritage October Dallas 
Signature Auction for US Coins 


Posted on 9/11/2012 


This official auction of the ANA National Money Show is scheduled for October 
18-21 in Dallas and worldwide via www.HA.com/Coins. 


Among the many coins at Heritage's Dallas Signature Auction is The Greensboro 
Collection Part I - an unprecendented offering of the finest complete collections of 
Proof Barbar Quarters and Seated Dimes ever brought to market, plus other class 
rarities to be offered at the Dallas ANA National Money Show. 

Just a few of the NGC highlights in the auction include: 



• 1838 IOC No Drapery PR 67 Cameo NGC. 

• 1839 IOC No Drapery PR 66 NGC. 

• 1841 IOC PR 63 Cameo NGC. 

• 1844 IOC PR 66 NGC. Ex: Pittman-Kaufman. 

• 1846 IOC PR 65 NGC. Ex: Pittman-Kaufman. 

• 1849 IOC PR 66 NGC. Ex: P. Kaufman. 

• 1850 IOC PR 67^ NGC. 

• 1855 IOC Arrows PR 67^ Cameo NGC. 


Dallas auctions are open for bidding now at www.HA.com/Coins. 







The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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